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Salina USD 305 Names New Interim Superintendent 
 

At a special school board meeting January 22, 2019, board members 
unanimously selected Linn Exline, executive director of school improvement to 
serve as interim superintendent beginning July 1, 2019. 
 
“While we were pleased with the pool of candidates, there was not a fit,” 
explained Nedra Elbl, board president. “We determined that the best fit was 
available within our district, Linn Exline.”  
  
Over a span of 26 years in USD 305, Exline has broad educational experience as 

executive director of school improvement (teaching and learning), high school principal, director of 
staff development and accreditation, elementary principal, math and science K-12 curriculum 
specialist and elementary teacher.  
 
Exline will be the second woman to serve in the interim superintendent role in Salina. “As a Salina 
Public Schools graduate, and lifelong Salina resident, I am deeply invested in USD 305 and our 
community,” said Exline. “I’ve been fortunate to see firsthand the commitment of our teachers and 
staff at all levels and our strong community support for education. The challenge of ensuring each 
student is positioned for success when leaving 305 motivates me.” 
 
Exline received the Kansas Thespians Conference Administrators Award in 2013, was recognized for 
her educational leadership by the Kansas Association of Secondary School Principals Area III in 2012 
and was selected as USD 305 Elementary Teacher of the Year in 1995. 
 
Exline is a relationship builder and brings insider knowledge that comes from building a family and 
career within our community. “Her comprehensive experience in USD 305 uniquely positions her to 
continue the important initiatives underway,” added Elbl. “We are confident in her ability and excited 
about the continuity she represents.”   
 
Exline earned her Bachelor of Science in elementary education from Kansas State University, 
completed her Master of Science in education administration and leadership at Kansas State 
University and earned her district leadership license from Emporia State University. 
 
Exline begins leadership of USD 305 on July 1, 2019. She will succeed Dr. James Hardy who led the 
district for two years as interim superintendent. Colleagues in the school improvement office as well 
as other district administrators will assist as Exline’s current duties are reassigned during her interim 
period. The board will determine next steps in the process of identifying a permanent superintendent 
later this summer.  
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